
 

 



 

 

expose human tissue to such factors to understand whether or not human tissue 

function is improved in tissue culture, by specific factors produced by these 

amazing long-lived animals.

Impact:

Identification of novel factors which enhance human tissue in vitro may provide 

drug targets for aging and age related disease. 

Also, super cool to grow whale tissue in the lab!

Specialized Equipment Needs:

Dedicated incubator for whale tissue, and funds to assist biopsy collection in the 

field, organoid development.

Our collaborator, John Calambokidis, collec?ng biopsies from a humpback whale (top), and a blue 

whale(boFom)


